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Let not all Græcians here RET to guide 

The helm; worſt tyranny! let one preſide 

As King; to whom, by ſov'reign will of Heay'ny | 
4 ſceptre, and to reign with law, are giv 'n. | 
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Tri: E two principles dpd by t he's mo- 
dern ſect of democratics, that all men are 
by nature equal; ; and that in the formation. 
of civil ſociety there ſhould in every ſtate be 
adopted a certain ſyſtem which would eſta- 
bliſh the f ſeveral members of it upon the. 
) fame level for preſervation of their juſt 
rights, and of this natural equality ; 3 bow 
| ever acceptable they may be to the. multi- | 
tude, 1 to the ſchemes of the crafty and am- [ 
bitiou * or to the wiſhes and conyenience of | 
the needy and diff ipated part of mankind, | 
they will be found, upon inquiry, inade- 
quate för practice, and rejected by the una- 
A 2 nimous 


1 | 
nimous experience of the moſt pol iſhed ages 


and nations. = 


With reſpe& to the former, that all men 
are by nature equal, certain it is, that all 
men are born into the world alike helpleſs, 
and in want of protection; and this being 
- univerſally obvious, nor ſtanding*in need of 
any argument, fo far they may be denomi- 
nated equal; but in all other circumſtances 
they will be found unequal and different as 
the formation of their bodies and their faces; 
and with capacity, genius, and inclination, 
diſſimilar and various: ſome being by na- 
ture endowed with talents and abilities of 
the mind for the ſuperior employments of 
| Jociety, and for command; others being 
born with diſpoſitions for bodily labour and 
for obedience. And from this diverſity and 
diſſimilitude, ſtamped upon them by the all- 
wiſe Author of Nature, reſults the general 
harmony of the whole. And hence it is, 
that both theſe principles are falſe; and 
the firſt and leading principle of all govern- 
ment 3s ſubordination ; and likewiſe a pre- 
ſumptive wy , what peculiar form of 
| | govern-: 


: 


66 


government nature herſelf in a certain de- | 


gree may ſeem to delineate and chalk out. 


And from the moſt comms view 
of ſociety, regal government will be found 
beſt adapted for ce of the general 


harmony, as might eaſily be rendered pro- 


bable, not only from other aſſociations and 


departments of an inferior ſort contained in 


it—hoth. civil, religious, military, and com- 
mercial—all which do. conſtitute a mode of 
direction analogous to it; but it is likewiſe 
made ſtill more apparent by a ſimilar aſſo- 


ciation obſervable even among animals and. 


inſects of the brute creation, governed ſolely 
by inſtin&, whoſe conduct in this particular 
ſhews it to be natural. 


| But this delineation of inſtinct and of rea- 
ſon in ſo many inſtances, being contradic- 
tory to the turbulence and reſtleſſneſs of the 
levelling. principle that is gone forth, and 
which ſeems to have conceived a natural 


antipathy to ſubordination {£ — to the very 


name of king ;—to the robe, the ſcepter, 
and the diadem ;—to every enſign of royalty 
and title of honour ;—aſlerting them to be 

F oppreſſive 


— —— 
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earls to the rights of man; <= and fega af 
government neither the moſt ancient, nor 
ihe free choice and approbation of the peo- 
ple, buf the effect of violence and of c con- 
queſt ; t cannot be any great waſte-of time 
| to Expo 7 in a few Pages the abſurdity of a 
dockrine ſo ertolicous, eſpeci ally on a lob ect 
not uninterefhin; 8 nor ait of desen. 


*** — 


che e 5 ee n the ane 
ages of the world, which have ſet an ex- 
a ple deſerving WR to all their poſte- 


ty. 


2 4 thetefore, the common advintzge and 
convenience be the motive for forming ſo- 
ciety in the brute creation in the manage- 
' ment of affairs, civil, religious, military, and 
' comaercial ; and if the form of government 
moſt generally eſtabfiſhed among inen in 
the earlieſt ages be any juſt ſtandard of mea- 

ſurement, or argument of fitnefs and expe- 
dience for pteſervation of order, of the com- 
mon intereſt, fafety, and welfare of man- 
Find; wich muſt be their chief object for 
dien! ut foctety, regal gbvernment will be 
„ found 


„ 
found to. have the beſt title to that charag+ 
ter; and the queſtion may be decided by 


an appeal to theſe Primitive Ages, and a few 


deductions from them, without "any long 
detail of the practice and experience of after 


times in different regions, which e 


# 
2 fit 


In proof of ile let u us  ſeargh * * 


tiquity in the heathen. world, - — taking * 
view of mankind as emer rging from a ſtate 
of nature, and their ſylvan_ habitatons— 
brin ging with them, from. among, the Wild 
beaſts of the foreſt, their ancient lodgings 
and furniture—the oaks and rocky cayerns 
faſhioned into rude materials for the con- 
ſtruction of villages, . towns, and A 
forming ſocieties ; : cultivating : arts and. ma- 


'nufaQtures « of y yarious kinds ; and  exchang- 


ing the ferocious manners and liceptioul- 
neſs of fayage life for tecuriry, and obedience 
bo wholeſome. laws. F abulous hiſtory has 
furniſhed this very example, Eyery body 
has heard of the name 55 Orpheus, who 
for his {kill 3 in muſic i is ſo celebrated, that 


he i is believed to have mage trees and rocks 


follow him, and dance to the melody of 
I his 
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i 
his karp. "This romantic deſcription, d 


veſted of fabulous imagery, means no more 


than that this r il prince, living as 
a chief among a W nation of ſavages, Wan- 
, dering i in woods, wild, without Jaws or re- 
; gularity, having, by the advantage of a finer 
underſtanding and deeper l than the 
reſt, diſcovered that mankind were capable 
of enjoyinents ſuperior to the brutes, and 
for more refined pleaſures, prevailed on them 

by the powers of reaſon and eloquence to 
make the experiment: to abandon their 
ſylvan habitatlons, convgrting the trees and 
ſhapeleſs rocks by labour and induſtry 3 into 
houſes and a. city: ps : 


A revolution ſo much for the 'honour, 


| 
* 939 


the poets of ſucceeding times have celebra- 


ted in ſtrains of ſublimeſt panegyric ; and 
to perpetuate the remembrance of its pro- 
ceſs, and all the ſeveral concomitant cir- 
cumſtances of it, have in a beautiful allu- 
ſion to them repreſented the illuſtrious 
leader, who was by unanimous conſent 
elected King, as taming wild beaſts, and 
drawing trees and rocks after him to the 
muſic 
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muſic of his harp. An example this of a 
a the mere dictates of nature, 
without violence or conqueſt, for his vir- 
tues and ability ta govern and keep in order 
an infant ſociety, and to make them happy. 


Within the compaſs of a few years af- 
terwards, a great number of little cities were 
built all over Greece and its environgs in 
the weſtern regions of Aſia Egypt and 
the coaſt of Africa; all of them indepen- 
dencies with a regal government; fo that, 
at the ever memorable ſiege of Troy, a con- 
federacy of Kings in the two armies con- 
ducted forth their reſpeQive citizens to war. 
The Median, Syrian, and other governments 
ſucceeded, and were all of the ſame deno- 
mination ; not to mention other ſubordinate 
independencies of lefler note governed by 
Kings. . 


From Aſia and the Eaſt, if our attention 
be turned Weſtward: towards Italy : this 
country, on the landing of Æneas in it, 
was divided into N independent wagt 
doms, 


e 


. 
But a tranſient and curſory recital of 
theſe paſſing in review before the mind, 
would be too volatile to make a laſting im- 
preſſion, it may not, therefore, be improper 
to make a pauſe at the moſt diſtinguiſhed ; 
nor is it any objection to the preſent argu- 
ment, that authors exhibit them, for the 
moſt part, in their full proportion, growth, 
and maturity, as they are incidentally con- 
nected with other ſubjects. For, admitting 
that in many inſtances the origin and in- 
| ; fancy of regal government be unknown, it 
does not therefore follow, that it was eſta» 
bliſhed vi et armis, (as theſe intelligent gen- 
tlemen affirm) rather than with the conſent 
of the multitude; for where hiſtory is ſilent 
upon the ſubje&, there can be no reaſon 
for inclining to one opinion more than the 
other. | 


The hiſtorians of Italy, however, have 
fortunately left on record the birth and ori- 
N gin of a few, which may bez peruſed in 
zz their writings, whoſe conſtituent parts they 
have made mention of with great accuracy, 

which will tend greatly to elucidate this 
ter: from * aa it may be ſuffi- 
$ 8 


„ 
eient to ſelect two of diſtin mac fame— 
Rome and England. 4 


The firſt in order, is the foundation of 
their own metropolis by a banditti of three 
thouſand armed robbers, convicts, refugees, 
out-laws, that had reſorted to their aſy- 
lum. Theſe being at length ſurfeited with 
a life of rapine atid. plunder, their accuſtom- 
ed mode of ſubſiſtence, agreed among them- 
ſelves to abandon it; to exchange their li- 
centious manners for more ſalutary laws, 
for certain rules of order and civil govern- 
ment; and by unanimous conſent, having 
built houſes and the city of Rome, incloſed 
it- with walls, and a rampart for a ſettled 
abode, and became incorporated; eſtabliſh- 
ing a regular goyernment of three orders of 
men and diſtin privileges, electing Romv- 
lus of firſt diſtin&tion by birth and valougto 
preſide over all, ſaluting him with the title | 
of King ; an hundred others, ſuperior in cer- 
tain reſpects to the reſt, were choſen by 
them as a council of aſſiſtants, with the title 
of patricians or nobles ; the remaining mul- 
titude ſubſided as plebeians with their own 
ſettled and eſtabliſhed privileges. 

S 5 


ICE 

Such was the model of Government 
which common reaſon ſuggeſted for diſper- 
ſion of anarchy among a lawleſs and di ſorder- 
ly rabble, ſatiated with tumult and confu- 
ſion; as. beſt fitted for the common ſafety 
and eſtabliſhing order and nora, og among 
man 


And upon this model and eſtabliſhment. 
did they advance, in the ſpace of forty years, 
to opulence, power, and dominion, under 
the reign of Romulus, qu: multitudini 
„ eretior fut quam patribus.” But this 
popular monarch, at a general review of his 
army in Campo, (the original Champ de 
Mars) on the ſudden riſe of a violent tem- 
peſt, diſappearing, amidſt the general con- 


| fuſion occaſioned by it, was ſecretly torn in 


pieces by a few patricians : but the multi- 
tude being inconſolable for his lofs, and 
beginning to call ſedition, Julius Proculus, 
in the character of Mirabeau, Wende 
ng them, ſaid 


1 Romans, I atn ſent to you with a meſ- 
fſage from Romulus, who, at early dawn, 
„ deſcended from heaven to me, ſaying, 

| 3 « Go 


16 5 
“ Go and tell my Romans, that the will 
e of the Gods is, that they be maſters of 
the world; bid them cultivate arms, and 
<< reſt aſſured of this, and hand it to poſte- 
* rity, that no human power ſhall be able 
to withſtand them: and having ſpoken, 


he aſcended again to heaven. — This 
being heard with univerſal applauſe, the 
multitude were ſatisfied; and being ſoon 


tired with the government, who ruled al- 


ternately for ſome time, they proceeded to 
the appointment of Numa, as King. 


Another inſtance of regal government, 
ſecond in order of time, but prior in dig- 
nity, excellence, and duration, is among 
the tribes of Germany; an unpoliſhed peo- 
ple at the time of its origin, yet, notwith- 
ſtanding, the anceſtors of Engliſhmen ; and 
their government the model, in miniature, 


of the preſent admired and envied conſtitu- 


tion of Great Britain, as is evident from the 
underwritten plan of it; 


Reges ex nobilitate, duces ex virtute ſu- 


munt; nec regibus libera aut infinita poteftas. 


66 Linge they appoint for 1 8 * 
| «6 or 


[ I4 ] t 1 


& for valour; nor have Kings a power uns 


& limited and without controul. * 


Again De minoribus rebus principes con- 
fultant, de majoribus omnes; ita tamen ut ea 
quogue quorum penes plebem arbitrium, eff 
apud principes pertraetentur.— The King 
and. Nobles conſult on leſſer matters, on 
„ the more important ALL; yet ſo, that 
the reſolutions of the Freeholders are ſub- 
++ ject to be re-conſifdered by the King and 
+ Nobles.” 


4 


The learned hiſtorian, as if he had looked 


forward into futurity and foreſeen that this 


plan might hereaſter be the model of ſome 
mighty empire to ariſe after him; or ap- 
proving it as ſuch, has marked, with ſin- 
gular preciſion, the three ſeveral conſtituent 


parts of the Engliſh' conſtitutionaſſigning 
to each its peculiar office and privilege; to 


the King, as ſupreme, a limitation of his 


power to the Nobles, the honour of his 


cabinet council in leſſer matters; his inſe- 
parable companions in peace and war; in 
pace decus, in bello prafidium.” The 
n or freeholders are ſummoned to 


debate 


. 


— 


— 


3 


— 


* 


L 3s '] 
debate on great affairs, but their debates and 
reſolutions are ſubject to the controul and aſ- 
ſent of the two ſuperior branches of govern- 
ment. This admirable conſtitution ſo deli- 
neated with other uſages, manners, and 


| juridical inſtitutes, he deſcribes with the 


utmoſt accuracy: and on this identical plan 
the elegant Monteſquieu has raiſed a ſuper- 
ſtructure, which he calls the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, and which he exalts to the higheſt 
pitch of eminence, as the % of govern- 


ments and of nations; concluding it with a2 


complimentary alluſion to the place of its 
nativity, ** ce beau ſy/teme,” lays he, etoit 
* trouve dans les bois d' Allemange.” 


This edifice of Gothic architecture, which, 
during a ſeries of eighteen centuries, has felt 
the ſhock of many convulſive ſtorms and 
tempeſts, and ſurvived them all—maintain- © 


ing its ſeveral parts unſhaken, andexhibiting, 


uſque ad hodiernum diem, the features of its 


native form, diveſted of ruſticity, is at length 


brought to perfection. This conſtitution, 
d'Angleterre, is advanced to the flower of 
age and manhood, with all the embelliſh- 
ments which the utmoſt efforts 'of a free 
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. 4 people, 
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people, the moſt liberal and poliſhed man- 


ners, have been able to beſtow, without the 
ſmalleſt wrinkle or TOR of decay. 


4 Man for ever, ſays a certain Ae | 
' Speculatiſt, drawing a parallel between the 
conſtitution of man and that of government, 
which are, in every reſpe&, incongruous. 


Man, from his birth, carrying in his mortal 


fabric materials of diſſolution; whereas the 


Engliſh government, by. an exact equipoiſe 


of its ſeveral conſtituent parts, without any 


encroachment of either upon the other, 
being founded in the very nature of things 
for _ reciprocal and. permanent welfare of 
civil ſociety, having already outlived a dou- 
ble antidiluvian age, may, by the bleſſing 
of Divine Providence, be prolonged with 
the duration of the world it{elf—fiat m_ 
tua: imperium fine fine dedi. 


But to proceed; 


— 
- 
* 
-. 


This ſame Caledonian Speculatiſt is fo «+ 


* 
oq 7e 
9 


delighted and dazzled with the radiance of 


of the French Revolution — the degradation 


of nobility and of che 3 as to deem 


it 


% 


I 
£ 


t Wi 
it impoſſible for 260,000: noblemen, atid the 
fame number of prieſts, to be capable of re- 


preſentation in the nationab aſſembly for- 


getting, that in his native northern diſtrict 
of Great Britain, fixteen peers repreſent the 
entire nobility, and forty-five commoners 
the multitude ; and that an unit may be re- 
preſentative of a million. 


Not that the plan of the French nobility 
can be vindicated, being very different from 
that of England. In France hereditary no- 
bility, as an entire body, is too luxuriant 
to be a ſeparate branch of the legiſlature ; 
in England, being coeval with the confti- 
tution, and engrafted upon it with a limi- 
tation for on, ſhoot only, to remain as 
hereditary; by luxuriunce it cannot injure, 


* 


and by ſituation ſtrengthens the two other 


branches: This Caledonian Speculatiſt as 
to remembrance an anecdote of Hannibal :— 


This illuſtrious General, when he was at 


the Court of King Antiochus, having. been 
pievailed on to attend a certain rhetorician, 


who was univerſally admired: for his lectures 


on the art of war; and, on his return, 


er alked "ig opinion of him, replied, 


a; + that 


— 
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that he had WF, many blockheads diſcourſe 


upon the ſubje&, but that the rhetorician 


- (calling him by his name) was the e 


he had ever heard, 
$7. 

W has now been ſpoken in theſe three 
examples of Orpheus, Rome, and England, 
(each of them, indeed, viewed ſingly, being 
in form ſomewhat different, but in their 
general principle alike) to ſhew the abſur- 
dity of a doctrine, maintained by gentlemen 
of the levelling principle, that kingly go- 
vernment, a other ſubordinate ranks of 


diſtinctions, was the effect of violence and of 


conqueſt ; not delineated by Nature in the 


diſtribution of cher various capacities to men, 


nor the choice and approbation of the mul- 


titude. To theſe authorities many others of 


a ſimilar nature might be added, if neceſ- 


tary, from Herodotus, Xenophon, Polybius, 


" &c.- And, above all, as there never was a 


time more fertile in diſcoveries; and in 
which ſavage life of every region of the 


globe was more accurately ſurveyed and 


better known, than in the preſent, by tra- 
vellers into the inmoſt receſſes of the barba- 
rous regions of Africa, Afia, and America; 

and 


Idle 4.4.44 544 
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and by navigators over the entire Pacific 

ocean; all theſe are at hand and ready to 5 

give atteſtation, that even in theſe rude un- 

civilized ſtates of Nature, kingly govern» 

+ ment, or a form ſimilar to it, every where | 
2:95 | 


-- ” J ö e f : * aw 1 
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fene the affts of wile conducted on 
the plan ſupported by the gentlemen of the 
Old Jewry, it would not only countera& 
the intentions of Nature in the diſtribution 
of her talents with ſo great variety to man- 
kind, but of every well-conſtituted ſtate ; 
whoſe principal obje& ought to be, to leave 
open to individuals a road to riches and ho- 
nours, by the exertian of their ſeveral ta- 
lents for the general benefit. A' degradation 
of rank, title, equipage, honours, and every 
mark of diſtinction among men, puts an 
end to emulation, and, in conſequence, to 
the refinements: and improvements of art 
and nature tlie ornaments of Yivil life. It 
is going back towards a ſtate of nature; 
and the next ſtep, perhaps, would be to de- 
moliſh houſes and cities, and cultivation; 
to run wild in the fields and woods, as before 
the "ys of Orpheus; to eat raw ſteaks cut 
| "Hl "mA 


t 20 ] 


from the ſides of living bulls, as in Us 
wilds of Africa, and to drink the punch of 
Otaheite. From this . counter-revolution, 


and from theſe delicacies, may this nation 


be for ever delivered. 

The auer cannot poſſibly take leave of 
the ſubject, without moſt hearty congratu- 
lations to the above gentlemen on the ſuc- 


ceſs of their wiſhes and endeavours in abet- 


ting, comforting, encouraging the National 
Aſſembly of France to perſeverance in their 
revolutional em. Whatever their ſecret 


and real intention may have been in theſe, 


it has certainly had one good effect, it has 
helped to humble the pride of that perfidious 
and haughty nation; involving her in the 
loweſt abyſs of impotence; melting her 
army— undiſciplining her navy — antuhi- 
lating her finances and courſe of exchange, 


A ſyſtem, likewiſe, diametrically oppoſite to 


ber natural; genius and ſituation ; and, by a 
co-incidence- of all theſe favourable cirgum- 
ſtances, has been the means of exalting the 


glory of Great Britain; and what is of more 


eſſential value, moſt probably prevented the 
commencement of a war between the two 
2 nations, 


6 


nations, either in the Eaſt Indies, or on the 
voyage thither. 


Theſe worthy gentlemen, genuine cions 
from the Oliverian nurſery, had, in their 
frequent meetings, not only mixed a poi- 
ſonous cup for their natural brethren at 
home, of which themſelves have unex- 
pectedly drank a little; but have exported 
plentiful draughts of it, in the name of a 
cordial, to their unnatural friends abroad; 


which has brought on their nation ſuch a 


fever, as, perhaps, nothing but ſtrong an- 
timonial emetics and cathartics of another 


revolution wall be able: to a and cure. 
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